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OUROCNEMIS BAKER, 1887 (INSECTA, LEPIDOPTERA): 
PROPOSED CONSERVATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.)1687 

(see Bull. zool. Nom. 22 (2), p. 103) 


by Charles F. Cowan (4 Thornfield Terrace, Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA 11 7DR, England) 


Aetheius Hiibner, [1819], was a generic name introduced for three 
species which Hiibner placed among the Hesperiid (‘Skipper’) butterflies 
but which actually are all Riodinids (‘Metalmarks’). By 1875 when 
Scudder designated the type species, the true affiliation of two was 
known, so he designated the third ‘for it alone belongs to the group 
in which Hiibner placed this genus’; Papilio archytas Stoll, [1787]. 
Thereafter, the name Aetheius disappeared from the literature, being 
rightly ignored by Hesperiid workers and never discovered by Riodinid 
specialists. 

2. In 1887 Baker introduced the generic name Ourocnemis for 
the Riodinid species Anteros axiochus Hewitson, [1867], which is now 
considered subjectively to be conspecific with P. archytas Stoll. To 
resurrect the defunct name Aetheius now, sinking Ourocnemis which 
has been in continual use for nearly a century, would stretch the Law 
of Priority to extreme length at the expense of stability and universality. 
Recent usages of Ourocnemis are; 

Lichy, 1936, p. 204, fig., & 1938, pi., fig. 4; Hall, 1940, p. 35; Forster, 
1948, p. Ill, no. 189; Hemming, 1967, p. 328; Ortiz, 1967, p. 14 (as 
“Aurocnemis”); Zikan & Zikan, 1968, p. 55; Telio, 1968, p. 220; 
Lamas, 1969, p. 318; Lewis, 1973, pi. 77, fig. 14 (as “ Ourochnemis 
archytes’f, Biezanko et al, 1979, p. 16. 

3. The International Commission is therefore requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress for the purposes of the 
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Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy 
the generic name Aetheius Hiibner, [1819] and, having done 
so; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology 
the generic name Ourocnemis Baker, 1887 (gender: 
feminine), type species, by monotypy, Anteros axiochus 
Hewitson, [1867], 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology 
the specific name archytas Stoll, [1787] as published in the 
binomen Papilio archytas (the senior subjective synonym of 
Anteros axiochus Hewitson, the type species of Ourocnemis 
Baker, 1887), 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Generic Names in Zoology the generic name Aetheius 
Hiibner, [1819], as suppressed under the plenary powers in 
(1) above. 


ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

Aetheius Hiibner, [1819]. Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge (7), p. 
109 Type Designation; Scudder, 1875. Proc. Amer. Acad. Arts 
Sci. vol. 10, p. 104 

Papilio archytas Stoll, [1787]. Aanhangsel van ... Uitlandsche Kapellen 
... Cramer (1), p. 25, pi. 5, fig. 5 

Anteros axiochus Hewitson, [1867]. Illustrations of new Species of exotic 
Butterflies vol. 4 (63), p. [77], pi. ANTEROS I, figs 1,2 
Ourocnemis Baker, 1887. Trans, entomol. Soc. Lond. 1887, pp. 
175-176, pi. 9. 


RECENT REFERENCES 

BIEZANKO, C. M., MIELKE, O. H. H. & WEDERHOFF, A. 1979. Contri- 
buicao ao estudo faumstico dos Riodinidae do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil 
(Lepidoptera). Acta bioldgica paranaense vol. 7 (1/4), pp. 7-22. 

FORSTER, W. 1948. Liste der von Pater Cornelius Vogl in Maracay und 
Caracas gesammelten Schmetterlinge. Bol. Entomol. Venezolana vol. 7 
(3/4), pp. 91-120, 2 pis. 

HALL, A. 1940. Catalogue of the Lepidoptera Rhopalocera (Butterflies) of 
British Guiana. Brit. Guiana Dept. Agric. Ent. Bull. (3), 88 pp. 

HEMMING, F. 1967. The generic Names of the Butterflies and their Type- 
species. Bull. Br. Mas. nat. Hist. (Entomol.) Suppl. vol. 9, 509 pp. 

LAMAS, G. 1969. Lista de ropaloceros (Lepidoptera) peruanos citados en la 
obra “Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde” de Adalbert Seitz. Biota 
(Lima) vol. 7 (58), 265-328 

LEWIS, H. L. 1973. Butterflies of the World, xvi pp., 208 pis., pp. [2], 209-312. 
4°. (Harrap) London. 


Bull. zool. Nom.. vol 40, pt 4, December 1983 


247 


L1CHY, R. 1936. Dos lepidopteros nuevos para Vene7iiela »„/ c , 

de Cicadas not. vol. 3 (24), pp. 204-">09 2 figs ^ 5 venezolw,a 

266 9 -2 8 78 L l P p? OPtCr ° S " UeV0S P3ra Venezue,a - fhld vol. 4 (32). PP . 

tello d'* c “~ <*• mu- « 




